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Ileto literature 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Biblical and Theological Studies by the Members of the Faculty of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. Published in Commemoration of the One Hundredth Anni- 
versary of the Founding of the Seminary. New York: Scribner, 1912. Pp.634. 
$3- 00. 

A group of fifteen essays representative of the well-known scholarly and con- 
servative ideals of Princeton. Eight of them discuss biblical topics, four theological, 
one homiletical, and three historical. 

ARTICLES 

Eerdmans, B. D. The Ark of the Covenant. The Expositor, May, 1912, pp. 408-20. 

A defense of the historicity of the account of the origin of the ark as given in 
Exod., chap. 32. Of especial interest is the theory that the two tables of stone were 
pieces of rock from Mt. Sinai intended to serve the same purpose in general as the 
"two mules' burden of earth" desired by Naaman. 
Wiener, H. M. The Position of the Tent of Meeting. Ibid., May, 1012, pp. 476-80. 

An attempt to explain the conflict of testimony between E and the other docu- 
ments regarding the position of the tent of meeting. The solution proposed involves 
a transposition of Exod. 33:7-11 to follow Exod. 13: 22, and proposes to interpret the 
records so as to show that prior to the legislation at Sinai Moses used to seek Jehovah 
in a tent outside of the camp, but afterward the tent and the ark were located within 
the camp. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Hoskier, H. C. Concerning the Genesis of the Versions of the New Testament. 

Remarks Suggested by the Study of P and the Allied Questions as Regards the 

Gospels. 2 vols., pp. xvi+469 and viii+423. London: B. Quaritch, 1910, 1911. 

12s. net. 

Mr. Hoskier conceives the wide textual variations shown in ancient biblical manu- 
scripts to have resulted from the habit, with which he somewhat arbitrarily credits 
the scribes, of copying from polyglots, trilingual (Greek-Latin-Syriac) or quadrilingual 
(Greek-Latin-Syriac-Coptic). Indeed by the close of the first century, Mr. Hoskier 
thinks, "they were using Greek and Syriac together." The extensive collations of 
readings which he prints in support of this singular view, readily suggest simpler 
explanations (mixture, harmonistic corruption, paraphrase, casual variation, etc.). 
Mr. Hoskier shows no little impatience with Dr. Hort's textual labors, and indeed 
seems out of sympathy with the historical method in general. 

Hoskier, H. C. Concerning the Date of the Bohairic Version: Covering a Detailed 
Examination of the Text of the Apocalypse and a Review of Some of the Writings 
of the Egyptian Monks. London: B. Quaritch, 1911. Pp. viii+203. 7s. 6d. 
Mr. Hoskier seeks, with no very great success, to combat the view recently ad- 
vanced by Guidi, Leipoldt, and others, that the Bohairic versions belong to the seventh 
century rather than the third. He appeals to the Coptic cast of many of the New 
Testament quotations in fourth-century Egyptian writers as evidence of their use 
of the Bohairic, and repeats his conviction that the Codex Sinaiticus shows Old 
Latin, Old Syriac, and Bohairic influence. The serious historical improbability of 
this theory of polyglot exemplars will require stronger evidence than Mr. Hoskier 
adduces, to overcome it. 

72 



